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Recently, it came to light that the Budget Bureau went
so far as to prepare a detailed memorandum proposing
severe limitations on the roles and missions of the Army
and drastic curtailment in its organizations and strength.
It proposed, according to the “New York Times,” to re-
lieve the Army of its general war mission.

Certainly there is a place in the Executive Branch of
the Government for a fiscal “watchdog” agency, but there
is danger in permitting this agency to influence the de-
velopment of defense policies, for, while it may be expert
in fiscal matters, there is no evidence that it is so in mili-
tary affairs. This is evidenced by its proposal to restrict
the Army to a limited Continental defense force.

We can expect that the thinking of the BoB will bear
on both the Army National Guard and the Air National
Guard programs throughout the year. We must be pre-
pared, therefore, not only to maintain our authorized 400,-
000 strength in the Army National Guard, but to sub-
stantiate the need for this number.

There are indications that in this coming year the Dept
of Defense will attempt to impose unrealistic criteria for
the construction of certain types of armories. This unques-
tionably will mean further delays in our armory construc-
tion program.

While there apparently will be no restrictions or cut-
backs in the strength of our very splendid Air National
Guard, this component will be faced in the next Fiscal
Year with budgetary restrictions. These will be the result
mainly of the phasing into the program of higher perform-
ance jet aircraft which require more complex operational
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armament and peaceful coexistence. The great danger here
is that an overwhelming desire for continuing peace may
shadow the thinking of the peoples of the Free World.
There will come increasing demands for a reduction in
arms and this, unquestionably, would lead to a lessening
of our own defense capabilities.

While the Soviet Premier, who made before the United
Nations a dramatic appeal for total disarmament, continues
to sing this tune, Russia has yet to reduce its own war
machine in even the slightest degree. It still maintains
175 divisions, most of them armored, and it admittedly is
well ahead of the United States in the research and de-
velopment of the more sophisticated weapons. And Mr
Khrushchev himself continues to seesaw between proclama-
tions of his desire for peace, and boasts of Russia’s mass
production of hydrogen bomb-bearing missiles.

Fortunately, there are powerful voices in the United
States warning that we must maintain our military strength,
to negotiate successfully with the Communist world.

The National Guard Assn of the United States main-
tains a position in the matter of National defense which
it has advocated for some years. We must have a firm
defense posture and our military forces must have the
flexibility which will permit them to fight and to win any
type of war, be it thermonuclear or conventional, be it
Limited or broad in scope. An integral part of this force is
its reserve of trained manpower.

While the crystal ball may be misty, there is every

indication that 1960 will be another critical year in de-
@®

fense programming.
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DFAR GUARDSMEN: Books are what we want for the National Guard Memorial
Library, and books are what we got recently in wholesale lots, thanks to Adj

He had a survey run of material that had been piling-up in his office, and
determined that a lot of accumulated publications had greater value anci use-
fulness if concentrated in the NGAUS' home in the National Capital, than in
Salem, Ore. So, on a recent trip to Washington, he had four big cartons full of
books loaded onto his plane and taken to the Assn’s library.

The 400-some hard-bound books and paper-covered booklets represent a
Fomprehensive collection of reports of numerous State Adjutants General reach--
ing as far back as pre-Civil War years. For students and researchers, they docu-
ment the evolution and growth of the old Militia and modern National Guard
in statistics and in fascinating photos which recreate for today’s National Guards—r
man, how it was “in the old days” when the Guard was lifting itself by its own
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