National Guard Will Keep
[ts Spirit of Service Active

Chief of Militia Bureau Gives Recruiting News His Views
on Development of the Army of the United States

by MAJOR GENERAL GEORGE COLLINS RICKARDS, Chief of Militia Bureau

There’s a saying: “The more things change, the more
they are the same.” Readers may agree, after theyve
perused this article from the October 1, 1921, issue
of “US Army Recruiting News,” which Col Dean
Coonley, Adjutant General of the DC National Guard,
unearthed recently. With minor changes in proper
names, it could have been written today, though it's
nigh onto 40 years old now.

THE preparation for the so-called Disarmament Confer-
ence has led to the belief, in many directions, that
there no longer exists the necessity for armed forces, and
that to continue their organization while discussing the
proposition of “disarmament” is inconsistent, a disregard
by positive action of the very things we are advocating.
And again, it is the general supposition that the world is
“war-sick,” that the events of the past decade, or less, have
awakened the nations to a sincere desire for the destruction
of the implements of war and that this coming conference
is to bring an era of sublime peace, free from war or strife.

Looking down into the conscience of nations, harking
back to their overtures for peace in the past, and their
professed desires for the destruction of the engines of war,
we cannot camouflage the truth of how easy it has been for
some to repudiate the most sacred agreements and to dis-
regard all pacts and covenants. We talk of disarmament,
but we do not mean that in its actual sense, for may we as
well talk of abolishing our state and municipal safeguards
and of destroying our penal institutions; so, instead of dis-
armament what we really mean to accomplish is the regu-
lation of military forces, and the use of those diabolical
munitions and contrivances of war that have been con-
ceived and used without thought of humanity or compas-
sion and which have made the civilized world stand aghast
with horror. To regulate and rectify these, no nation will
go to any greater extreme than will our own. We have
taken the initiative in this most laudable move and it will
fall to our lot, ves, be incumbent upon us, to carry this
lead to the logical conclusion of all the great problems that
must confront the conference of nations during its delibera-
tions. What these conclusions will be no man can at this
time tell, but after all has been said and done, none but
those fully obsessed with the idea of world peace through
the destruction of all munitions of war and the abolishment
of military organization can believe that armies and navies
will cease to exist or that any nation will abolish its mili-

tary institutions regardless of such desires on the part of
some.

MUST PERFECT DEFENSE

The nation which disregards the security and preserva-
tion of its own institutions is unworthy of the name, and is
as deserving of censure as is the man who shirks his duties
to his country, and to withdraw all appearance of national
security is but to humiliate its citizens with a sense of in-
feriority, lessen the patriotic spirit and turn the ensign of
that country into a meaningless banner; and so the plans
for a conference having for its purpose the regulation of
armament and the modes of warfare, should in no way
curtail our efforts to perfect a defensive military establish-
ment as is now provided for and toward which we are
making such splendid progress.

Our Regular Army, through the sentiment of the people
as expressed by Congress can never be more than a nucleus
in any great emergency, and yet in peace we must look
to it as the parent branch of all our military efforts, for
by it and the professional soldier must the great problems
be worked out, and whether it be large or small it should
be of the highest character, both in citizenship and pro-
fessional attainments; in short, the ideal which all other
components of the Army of the United States may well
strive to emulate in all its details.

The Organized Reserves is a most practical undertaking
and should have the support of all loyal citizens, for while
it can hardly be more than the assignment of officers and
men to specified places in the defensive scheme and even
though it may not be possible to organize it in detail, each
member will eventually have an assigned place in the
organization to which he can readily report in an emer-

gency.
THE ESSENTIAL CONDITIONS

The natural and logical component, however, through
which we may impart military knowledge and keep alive
the desired degree of military spirit is the National Guard
—a voluntary force, built upon the same foundation as the
Regular Army and similarly organized and equipped; already
tried and tested on the bloodiest battlefields of history;
o force that has so conducted itself as to establish for its
members recognition as soldiers of the highest type, deserv-
ing of the greatest honor, and worthy of the explicit con-
fidence of the nation. As the administrative head, so far
as the federal government is concerned, of this great com-
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