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ESPITE the hopes of National Guardsmen for early settlement of the
D long-pending realignment question, it now seecms likely that several
more weeks will pass before the Armed Services Committees of the Congress
take up the matter once again with Department of Defense.

The realignment plan has been resubmitted to Congress, not as a separate
proposal but through inclusion in the new Defense Budget. It is virtually
identical to the proposal made last year. Top Defense officials have said
that they will make another strong effort to convince the Congress that re-
alignment is both necessary and desirable,

But the Committees have launched what promises to be a lengthy series
of hearings on matters of greater urgency, most of them related to U.S.
military operations in South Viet Nam. It appears probable, then, that
the realignment issue will be left to simmer on the back burner while more
pressing matters are considered.

All of the pro’s and con’s of the proposal were placed in the record, and
debated, at last year’s hearings, so it seems improbable that the Committees
will plow the same territory again this session.

Since last year’s discussions, however, actions have been taken which
constrict the area within which a solution can be sought.

An SRF—Selected Reserve Force—has been created, and the resultant ef-
forts to build a quickly mobilizable, rapidly deployable combat force have
moved many of our units close to the readiness objectives envisioned in
the realignment plan. This has been done very largely at the expense of
units in lower priority, through shifts of equipment and trained men, and
it is no coincidence that many of the units which have been most depleted
by these shifts are those which would be deactivated anyway, if the realign-
ment were approved.

Another objective of realignment was partially achieved on 31 December
when all low priority, Reinforcing Reserve units of the Army Reserve
were eliminated, or were transformed into units of desired types. Thus,
there is only one matter still to be settled, as far as the realignment seg-
ment of the plan is concerned, and that is the fate of the Reinforcing
Reserve units of the Army Guard—the units which the Department of De-
fense would like to deactivate.

In view of these actions and of the unquestioned responsibilities of Con-
gress in this area, the Committees may desire to reexamine the entire Reserve
Forces structure before making final recommendations. The altered situa-
tion in South East Asia could be a factor in any such decision.

Regardless of the procedural steps, however, one point needs to be em-
phasized: that tacit acceptance of realignment actions already taken will be
destructive to the Guard and to the reserve military power of the Nation
unless they are accompanied by acceptance of the merger principle. The
number of effective units in the Guard will have been reduced below the
level required to insure the internal security of the States, while the others—
the low priority units—will wither away to ineffectiveness even as they
continue to consume badly-needed resources.

If units in the latter group are to be retained in the Guard structure, then
they must be supported to a degree that will permit them to maintain an
acceptable level of operational-readiness, for State and Federal missions.
If they are eliminated, then means must be found to provide sufficient
forces to satisfy State as well as Federal needs—and that leads one inevi-
tably back to the logic and overall desireability of merger in some form. &
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