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An American
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HE National Guard is an American phenomenon, unique in con-
cept and unique, likewise, in its adaptability to American needs.
George Fielding Eliot, a shrewd and perceptive observer of the mili-
tary scene, describes it as “a product of our National experience which
is still adapting itself to the emerging requirements of today” in an article
in this issue of “THE NATIONAL GUARDSMAN.”’

Mr. Eliot’s article deserves careful reading by public officials, pro-
fessional military officers, ordinary citizens, and by Guardsmen as well.
In lucid, easy-to-understand language, the author views the Guard’s
dual affiliation, Federal and State, as at once its greatest virtue and its
most frustrating problen.

Because the National Guard is different from other military Reserve
Forces, it defies the neat and tidy categorization which military and
Government leaders tend to favor. It is the chief reliance of the Army
and Air Force when trained, backup units are needed, and the main
emergency resource of State public safety and law enforcement officials
when civilian forces are overwhelmed. Functioning in both areas, it fre-
quently experiences difficulty in being fully understood by either.

Consequently, National Guardsmen seem constantly compelled to
explain their organization, its dual role and its impressive array of
capabilitics. Frequently, the very men who should best understand its
peculiar suitability for the two missions it performs—>State and Federal
officials and military planners—seem to understand it least. The Guard
repeatedly must provide evidence that the National Guard system does
indeed satisfy American needs better than any other system that could
be devised.

Mr. Eliot’s article, together with one in our April issue and its second
part this month by Lt Col Bruce Jacobs, covering in detail the outstand-
ing performance of Army National Guard units in Viet Nam, tell the
story as Guardsmen themselves would like to have it told.

Active Army Commanders are impressed and “genuinely pleased™ by
the skill and cooperative attitude of Guard units which have come under
their control in Viet Nam, reports Col Jacobs. The same high appraisal
of Army and Air Guardsmen serving in the combat zone has come from
too many sources to be doubted. Despite its heavy involvement in civil
emergencies in recent years, the Guard nevertheless has managed to
maintain a level of combat-readiness high enough to draw praise from
the professionals who direct the combat efforts in Southeast Asia.

And in the unpleasant role for which it has drawn the widest public
attention—control of civil disorders—it responded swiftly and effectively
when the drastically-altered nature of the threat became apparent, in
Detroit and Newark. New tactics were devised quickly to cope with the
disorders, new approaches sought, and new and vigorous efforts made to
keep the Guard in tune with the changing society around it.

“Only a military force imbued with a sense of responsibility both to
the Nation and to their respective communities could have reacted so
effectively,” points out Mr. Eliot.

It is a matter of record, Mr. Eliot emphasizes, that the National Guard
has fulfilled both of its mission requirements faithfully and effectively.
In the process, it has demonstrated its present value and the continuing
validity of the concept under which it exists and functions.

With understanding and support from the society it serves, it will
continue to be uniquely American, uniquely suited to American needs,
and uniquely effective in discharging its dual responsibility. ®
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The title of this month’s
feature article is symboli-
cally embodied into the
folds of the American
Flag—the Flag which the
National Guard has up-
held by word and deed
since this Nation’s birth.

Official monthly publication of the National Guard Asso-
ciation of the United States. Publication office 1 Massa-
chusetts Ave. N.W., Washington, D.C. 20001. Second class
postage paid at Washington, D.C., and at additional mail-
ing offices. 411 correspondence and address changes should
be addressed to I Massachusetts Ave. N. W., Washington,
D. C. 20001. “THE NATIONAL GUARDSMAN" welcomes
original articles bearing on National defense, with em-
phasis on the Army and Air National Guard. Manuscripts
must be accompanied by return postage, and no respon-
sibility is assumed for their safe handling. Domestic sub-
scriptions for home delivery: $2 per year. A year’s sub-
scription is included within NGAUS members’ annual
dues. Subscriptions to foreign addresses, $2.50 per year.
Single copies, 25¢. Copyright, 1969, National Guard Assn.
of the U.S. All rights reserved.

May XXIII 5

THE NATIONAL GUARD:
AN AMERICAN MILITARY INSTITUTION 2

Motivated by community ties as well as by National
requirements, the National Guard receives a close
“once-over” as an organization unique to the history
and development of the United States.

THE ARMY NATIONAL GUARD IN VIET NAM 8§
PART TWO
Former Army Guard units from Idaho, Illinois,
Kentucky and Vermont are featured in this “end-
of-a-series’ article but, as the author notes, this
serves to remind of the hundreds of other Guards-
men serving in the war zone.

AIR GUARD ASTRONAUT 18
The first, and possibly the last, man to enter the
space program directly from the Air Guard, “Rusty”
Schweickart compares a Saturn V to an F86,

“REORGANIZATION"’ SHIFTS MISSIONS FOR

AIR GUARD AND AIR FORCE RESERVE 26
Keeping in step with today’s changing World often
requires a sudden change in direction, as some ANG
and AFRers units recently discovered.

FLEXIBILITY: THE KEY TO SUCCESS 28

Air Guard leaders got the hint of things to come
while in Houston.

DEPARTMENTS
YOU OUGHT TO KNOW 20
WASHINGTON REPORT 22
ON ACTIVE DUTY 30
THESE TROUBLED TIMES 32
PENTAGON PARAGRAPHS 33
POSTING THE GUARD 34

S TAFF

epiToR / Col. Allan G. Crist
ASSOCIATE EDITOR / Luther L. Walker

ADVERTISING & CIRCULATION / Maj. John Bibb




