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AS WE SEE IT

MOBILIZATION

Guard was the Air Force’s only source for the additional
fighter aircraft that would be needed to cover another
Berlin airlift or support ground action, for a major portion
of the transport craft and for the associated tactical re-
connaissance and tactical control. In either the actual
order-up or the designation of priority units for a possible
second phase of the mobilization, the Guard was pegged
for the vast majority of the Combat Arms: three Infantry
and one Armored Divisions, two Corps Artillery Head-
quarters, numerous other Artillery and Armor elements
and the associated combat support-type units that are
necessary to round-out a Corps or Field Army. True, be—
hind these were “the men behind the man behind the gun”
—in a bewildering variety of Administrative and Technical
Service units, each with a necessary mission and function.
The fact remained that Khrushchev was more likely to be
impressed by supersonic aircraft, missiles, artillery, tanks,
and bayonets than by Adjutant General Postal Units and
Civil Affairs Companies. The “mix” of unit types chosen
tended to support the philosophy that the Army Guard
and the Army Reserve, the Air Guard and the Air Reserve,
should complement rather than compete with each other.

3—Reaction and response to the mobilization and to
the pegging of priority units for a stepped-up training
pace was heartening but not surprising to those who are
thoroughly familiar with the Guard system, pride and
esprit. There was no flag-waving, no hysteria, no “Remem-
ber the Maine!” fervor; there was a healthy, adult ac-

tory for some: for those on the top priority list, one
multiple drill per month over and above the normal pat-
tern—one more Saturday or Sunday lost from a fishing trip,
a picnic with wife and kids, or performing long-deferred
household chores. A thorough awareness of the ominous
World situation and the tap on the shoulder that might
come, almost certainly would consciously or unconsciously
be reflected in stepped-up training within other units. Tt
would take no actual “alert” to impel conscientious Unit
Commanders to demand and enforce tauter performance:
better drill attendance, more painstaking lesson planning,
more instruction, rehearsal, more rigorous equipment
maintenance, and so forth.

The Guard would do its part—mobilized, or just wait-
ing. It was to be hoped that other responsible parties
would do as well. As the National Guard Assn’s President,
Maj Gen William H Harrison, Jr, put it in a presentation
to the American Legion’s National Security Commission
last month: “We should be mindful that in the program
to strengthen the Active Forces, we should not neglect
those Reserve Forces not ordered to active duty. It is im-
perative that we not permit the dropping-off of the mobili-
zation-readiness and training efficiency of the Reserve
Forces not called.”

Those who go in this first increment can take pride in
being chosen. Those who stand by will be ready to join
them if the need arises. The Guard historically has been
America’s first-line Reserve Force. It is today.
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tell of Danbury, Conn, had heard
that an air field in Japan or Korea
had been named in his honor; could
we find out anything about it?

We made some phone calls to the
Pentagon, and wrote to other possi-
ble contacts. Some proved fruitless;
others produced unanticipated infor-
mation. We haven’t yet found an air
field named for Lt Hartell, but we

have found that the hero is mernonal:zed by a “Hartell Avenue” and a “Hartell
Avenue Chapel” at Ft Sill, Okla. And now, a letter about, and a photo (see
cut) of a bronze plaque identifying the Commanding General’s Mess at Eighth

Army Hq in Korea as “Hartell House,”

Army Channels.

have come from Eighth Army through

—AGC

OUR COVER: October 1, 1961, is M-Day for many thousands of Army Guards-
men and Air Guardsmen, and (to coin a term not in the book) “T-Day” (for “in-
tensified training) for tens of thousands more. In the spirit of the times, our cover
shows A/3c S A Straughan on guard at hangar of Virginia’s 149th Tactical
Fighter Squadron, ordered into active service; while far away in Minnesota, a
crew of “Bearcats” of Minnesota’s lst Battle Group, 136th Infantry, fires a
“Scorpion’s” 90 mm antitank gun. (Photos by VaANG and Capt Bob Lund, Army

Advisor with the 136th).
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