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The debate began long before the president’s budget arrived on
Capitol Hill. The proposal contains funds for 17,000 fewer Arm %
National Guardsmen than Congress authorized last year. Pentagon
officials call it “rebalancing.” Guard leaders say it’s a "cut.” But it's not
the only item in the 2007 defense budget that affects the Guard.

Guard roles, training and compensation are under review again.
The examiners are the 13 members of the congressionally created
Commission on the National Guard and Reserve. The commission,
which started last month with a congressional hearing, has a year
to complete its work and make recommendations to lawmakers.

Despite its busiest year since World War Il, the Army National Guard
Is once again fighting for its future. The 2007 defense budget request
shorts the Army Guard thousands of soldiers. And Army plans call
for eliminating six Army National Guard combat brigade teams. It's

a tough spot for a force that has proven its operational worth.

The Air National Guard is at a crossroads. The organization must
emerge from bitter fights last year over the Base Realignment and
Closure process and rebuild ties with Air Force officials. At stake are
Potential personnel cuts and future missions. The key is effectively
communicating the Guard's value to the Air Force and the country.
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