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We in the Guard are justly proud

of the performance of National
Guard units during last year's inva-
sion of Panama known as Operation
JusT CAUSE. However, during the re-
cent Center for Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies (CSIS)-NGAUS sympo-
sium on the *‘Future of the Guard and
Reserve,” one aspect of this service
was called into question.

This was the failure—refusal actu-
ally—of the services to mobilize any
units for Operation JusT CAUSE as
contrasted with the call for volunteers
from the Guard and Reserve.

Several speakers at our sympo-
sium called our attention to this dis-
connect. Various views were ex-
pressed on the merits of this issue as
a valid concern. Several speakers
hailed the volunteer system and ar-
gued that it was sufficient to solve the
problem of very-short-notice opera-
tions that were not deemed to be of
long duration. Others decried the
DoD’s decision against mobilization.

Again, while praising the many vol-
unteers from our units and from the
Army Reserve and Air Force Reserve
who raised their hand and deployed to
Central America, we must come down
modestly on the side of those con-
cerned with the future. And to wonder
why the 200,000 mobilization author-
ity contained in Section 673(b) of title
10, US Code, was not utilized in this

case. It would have been a perfect
time to test this authority and the mo-
bilization mechanism it would have
triggered because:

One. Former Panamanian Dictator
Manuel Antonio Noriega was among
the most despised men in the world.,
President Bush’s decision to inter-
vene in Panama was wildly popular in
the United States and even was (be-
hind the scenes) supported by other
Latin American national leaders.

Two. The types of units needed
would have been in the first wave,
hence security should not have been
an issue. One reason cited by some
Army and Air Force planners is that
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Guard were envisioned for Operation are a source of individuals,
JusT CAuUSE, this Department of the
Army staff rationale falls apart. What

Thurman, who is the commander-in-
chief/South, was civil affairs units
from the Army Reserve.

Three. One reason for not invoking
the 673(b) authority at the time of the
Kuwaiti tanker reflagging and the re-
sultant call-up of Navy Reserve mine-
Sweepers was that then-President
Reagan didn’t want to trigger the War
Powers Act. In that particular case,
this might have some merit (the ships -
were deployed, the Navy Reserve : Y
crews were not called) bgcause the g;’esans anyt_r!mgz we shogly |r?srs

A ; (b) mobilization the next time
tanker escort in the Persian Gulf was mount a contingency operation. ¢
almost certain (as it turned out to be) a gency op r
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such contingencies as Operation Just  the political decision to mobili
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larger contingencies, too, but only as  Serve because it sounds toom
a way of getting early-deploying units We are going to war. Howev
on their way in a timely fashion while has never been the issue in 2
the requisite national debate about tingency since the end of thtta :

war and peace takes place. That is War. The fact s no presiden
one reason why the 200K authority is had the opportunity to matk((ej b
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the president for a second 90 days. instance by the senior UMK
This is a very distinct and meritorious  leaders of the services. 4
aspect of this law. If a military opera- We believe a president Wi
tion does not have the support of the made the decision to moun
American people as ratified by the tion like Operation JusT CA
Congress after 90 or 180 days, then have the political will to m
Americans should question the valid- portion of the Guard and Res
ity of continuing that operation,

We believe we are long overdue for in-chief. He should be G
a test of this 200K call-up authority. It opportunity.

MG Charles M. Kiefner, President, NGAy
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