A SEA OF CHANGE IN AMERICAN POLITICS

A s spring turned to summer, and
as the 1992 political season con-
tinues to surprise and amaze Amer-
ica, what is becoming obvious from a
variety of sources is that this year’s
congressional elections will be unlike
any for several decades, at least. A
variety of factors contribute to our
premise.

e The House bank scandal seems
to have splattered on nearly every
member of Congress, even senators.
Although it is unfortunate, even mem-
bers of the House who didn’t write
bad checks are tarred, as was Secre-
tary of Defense Richard B. Cheney,
who from all accounts was ‘“‘inno-

cent” in the sense that he was victim-

ized by the sloppy administration and
accounting practices permitted to ex-
ist and continue over a long period of
years.

e There is growing disgust over of-
ficial Washington's inability or un-
willingness to address the budget def-
icit, which is leading to truly serious
efforts to pass a balanced-budget
amendment to the U.S. Constitution.

¢ H. Ross Perot had a dramatic ef-
fect early on in the presidential elec-
tion.

* And finally, a topic to which we
return month after month, the Depart-
ment of Defense is adamant on cut-
ting the Army Guard and Reserve by a
third, notwithstanding the overwhelm-
ing opposition at the local level.

This makes the 1992 election a very
volatile and very uncertain event. In
recent congressional years, 98 per-
cent or more of the incumbents who
sought reelection were returned to
Congress. Indeed, the incumbency
lock made the NGAUS business in
Washington fairly predictable be-
cause the turnover in Congress was
relatively small. We grew to know who
our allies and adversaries were and
we were fairly effective in dealing with
that.
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This year, more than 60 members
of the House already have declared
they either are running for something
else or retiring. What primary elec-
tions in congressional races also are
showing is that incumbents are being
defeated by challengers. Further, the
challengers often are novices at poli-
tics, not the local elected officials or
members of legislatures who tradi-
tionally have moved up when con-
gressional seats changed hands.

In this election year, it is
imperative that all National
Guard members get in-
volved at the grass roots
level. Ask questions and
only accept straightfor-
ward answers.

This situation will provide both an
opportunity and a challenge for the
National Guard family. It will be a chal-
lenge, particularly if we find—as
seemingly is being indicated—that we
have upwards of 200 new members of
Congress in January 1993 rather than
the handful we have had in recent
years.

A freshman class of 200-plus will be
a volatile mix. It will be composed of
men and women with few allegiances,
certainly not the allegiances to special
interests promoted by the fact that
political action committees (PACs) of-
ten have donated the lion's share of a
successful incumbent's campaign
war chest in the past.

Such a change also can be a great
opportunity for the National Guard.
Unlike whatever adversaries we have
in the nation's capital, the National
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An era came to an end recently when the
1 122d Tactical Fighter Wing, Indiana Air
. National Guard, became the last Air
* Guard unit to convert from the F-4E Phan-
tom, inset, to the F-16 Falcon. This com-
pleted a transition that brings the Air
Guard into the 21st century. Photo, MSgt
Glenn E. Brendel. Design, Johnson Design
Group.
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