any people connect the year

1984, now only a month away,
with a book written by George Orwell,
which was published 34 years ago.
Thankfully, many of the predictions
Orwell made in that best-selling work
of 1949, considered ominous at the
time—but still a year far off—have
not come true.

One reason why that is so is be-
cause of American vigilance toward
the United States’ role as the leader
of the Free World since World War Il.
The condition of the world is not
necessarily better now than then. But
it is infinitely better than it might
have been had we not worked with
vigor to ensure freedom was safe-
guarded by the provision of a strong
national defense for the United
States and its allies.

The support of a strong national
defense has taken an even higher pri-
ority as a result of recent events
around the world. Probably the most
dramatic was the destruction of the
Korean Air Lines Boeing 747 by the
Soviets. This event has riveted the at-
tention of the American people to na-
tional defense issues. No single
event has shown without the cover of
pretty wrappings or protective rhe-
toric the true nature of our adver-
saries. This is true no matter which
interpretation of the Korean Air Lines
event one chooses: intentional act or
tragic mistake.

The threat to peace continues in
other areas, too: the Soviet presence
in Afghanistan continues; the war be-
tween Iran and Iraq near the strategi-
cally important Persian Gulf continues
without an end in sight; Lebanon, with
its corrosive civil war, remains unset-
tled; the unrest in Central America
grows. Though America is at peace,
the great danger that one or more of
these affairs may escalate into some-
thing much more serious remains.

As | head into the second year of
my presidency of our Association, |
can report some progress in improv-
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ing the condition of national defense
through improvements in the combat
readiness of the Air and Army Na-
tional Guard.

Looking back, 1983 was a good year
for the Guard, as NATIONAL GUARD
magazine has reported on several oc-
casions. The defense authorization
bill signed into law by President
Reagan in late September contained
several provisions vital to the well-
being of the Guard. One was an amend-
ment that guarantees state control of
the Guard in peacetime. This provi-
sion is the very embodiment of the
militia clause of the U.S. Constitution.

Another important provision of the
authorization bill was enactment of
one of the NGAUS’ long-time priorities:
portal-to-portal medical protection for
Guardsmen traveling to and from
weekend training or other inactive duty
training.

The year 1983 also saw improve-
ment in the personnel strength of the
National Guard, Army and Air. The
greatest numerical gains came in the
Army Guard, which reached an end
strength of 417,000. The Air Guard is
at wartime strength of 102,000, al-
though shortages of personnel in
critical skills remain.

t is, however, in the area of recruit-

ing and retention that defines for
us our most important task for 1984
besides the continued procurement
of modern, deployable equipment.
The year 1983 saw the end of the
most serious economic recession
since the Great Depression of the
1930s. That recession, we must all ad-
mit, created a favorable recruiting
and retention climate—for economic
reasons—but one we hope we won't
see again for those same reasons.
Therefore, | believe our highest non-
budget priority for 1984 must be
enactment of the Gl Bill of educa-
tional benefits for the active military,
Guard and Reserve to provide a nec-
essary inducement to prospective
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recruits. Such a bill (H.R.1400) seems
to be getting favorable consideration
in Congress.

A second non-budget priority must
be the enactment of H.R.1497, a bill to
provide medical protection for Guards-
men who become ill during drill or as a
result of activities at drill. Previously,
although this proposal has been
pushed by the NGAUS, we have not
been able to get much attention for it
either within the Department of
Defense or Congress. Now, however,
with the emphasis put on physical fit-
ness and weight control in the Army
and Air Guard, it takes on a much
higher priority. National Guard Bureau
has determined that we cannot even
require Guardsmen over age 40 to
take a stress test during drill week-
ends unless H.R.1497 is enacted. This
bill will give them medical protection
in the event that such a stress test
might trigger a heart attack itself. The
desire of many commanders to re-
quire physical training on drill week-
ends provides additional incentive to
push the enactment of H.R.1497.

Being physically fit is vitally impor-
tant. It is a key ingredient in combat
readiness in the Army and Air Guard.
But without medical protection, it is
difficult for commanders to demand
physical training on drill weekends
when it might result in illness.

1983 was a good year for the Na-
tional Guard, and my expectations for
1984 are very high. As | move into the
second year of my term as the NGAUS
president, | am hopeful it will be a
year of continued legislative support
and equipment modernization. Since
these areas are largely out of our
hands, “hopeful” is as descriptive as
| can be. | am also expecting improve-
ments in our training and combat
readiness, but of these I am confi-
dent. | am confident because the
Guard is responsible for training and
combat readiness, and the Guard
meets its responsibilities.

=

NATIONAL GUARD ASSOCIATION
OF THE UNITED STATES

PRESIDENT
Maj Gen William E. Ingram (ret.),
North Carolina

Immediate Past President
Maj Gen Edward R. Fry (ret.), Kansas

Vice President
Maj Gen Raymond A. Matera,
Wisconsin

Secretary
Maj Gen Charles M. Kiefner, Missouri

Treasurer
Maj Gen James S. Brooks, Idaho

Executive Vice President
Maj Gen Francis S. Greenlief (ret.)

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

Area | (CT, ME, MA, NH, NJ, NY, RI, VT)
Maj Gen Francis R. Gerard (NJ)
Lt Col John L. Burbury (MA)
Brig Gen John J. Zito (NH)

Area Il (DE, DC, KY, MD, NC, OH, PA,
VA, WV)
Maj Gen Calvin G. Franklin (DC)
Col James F. Danter (WV)
Brig Gen W.W. Spruance (DE)

Area lll (AL, FL, GA, PR, SC, TN, VI)
Maj Gen Robert F. Ensslin, Jr. (FL)
Col Leewell E. Fairey, Jr. (SC)

Col Tom H. Proctor, Jr. (TN)

Area IV (AR, KS, LA, MS, MO, OK, TX)
Maj Gen Willie L. Scott (TX)
Col Tommy H. Alsip (OK)
Col James J. Hourin (LA)
Area V (IL, IN, IA, MI, MN, ND, NE, SD,
Wi)
Maj Gen Roger W. Gilbert (1A)
Brig Gen Jay M. Lotz (IN)
Maj Gen A.P. Macdonald (ND)
Area VI (AK, AZ, CA, CO, GU, HI, ID,
MT, NV, NM, OR, UT, WA, WY)
Maj Gen John L. France (CO)
Brig Gen Willard K. Carey (OR)
Brig Gen E.J. Whalen (MT)

Retired and Separated Officer Members
Maj Gen Robert G. Moorhead (IN) ARNG
Brig Gen Leo C. Goodrich (MN) ANG

Company Grade Officer Members
Cpt Kenneth D. McRae (AL) ARNG
Cpt Janet A. Schenk (TN) ANG

Past Presidents
Maj Gen Henry W. McMillan (FL)
Maj Gen Duane L. Corning (SD)
Maj Gen Richard A. Miller (OR)
Maj Gen William J. McCaddin (VA)

PUBLICATION STAFF

MAJ GEN BRUGE JACOBS PUBLISHER
MAJ REID K. BEVERIDGE EDITOR

PAMELA A. KANE ASSISTANT EDITOR

1LT JEAN MARIE BRAWDERS SENIORWRITER
JOHN E. BIBB ADVERTISING

DON DESJARDINS CIRCULATION

December 1983

NATIONAL

UARD

Official publication of the National Guard Association of the United States

December 1983

Volume XXXVII, Number 12

12

Features

12 EUROPE IN THE’80s

A Texas Guardsman tells about
condition in West Germany today,
while a Captain to Europe reflects
on his 30-month tour.

16 A GUARDSMAN’S
INCOME TAX

A Georgia Guardsman, who's a
CPA, tells about legal and not legal
deductions.

20 LES ASPIN SPEAKS OUT

Chairman of key House subcommittee

talks about retirement, the Gl Bill,
and other defense concerns.

23 THE HOME OF
THE NATIONAL GUARD
The historic 7th Regiment Armory
on Manhattan's East Side will be the
site of a major social event at the
NGAUS 106th General Conference
next year.

27 HOW TO SURVIVE THE
COLD AND ENJOY IT
Some tips on surviving and enjoy-
ing cold weather training at such
wintertime vacation spots as Camp
Ripley, Fort McCoy or Fort Drum.

Departments

President’s Message Inside Front Cover
Washington Tie-line 2
Views from the Field 4
Newsbreaks 7
Guard Stars 10
View from the Hill 1
People 3
Posting the Guard 35
Publisher’s Notebook 40

COVER: An infantry
squad skis uphill into
the brilliant sunset at
Camp Ripley, headed for
warm barracks. Photo,
SFC Dennis P. Connor,
112th PAD. Design,
Johnson Design Group.

NATIONAL GUARD, November 1983. The NaTioNAL GuaRD Magazine (ISSN 0163-3945) is pub-
lished monthly, by the National Guard Association of the United States, with editorial
and advertising offices at One Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20001.
Telephone (202) 789-0031. Second class postage paid at Washington, D.C., and at addi-
tional mailing offices, Copyright 1983 by the National Guard Association of the U.S. All
rights reserved. All members of the NGAUS receive NaTIoNAL GuaRD. Nonmember sub-
scriptions: $4 per year domestic; $5 per year foreign. Bulk rate for 100 or more copies of
one issue to the same address: 25¢ each. Single copies 50¢. The Editor welcomes orig-
inal articles bearing on national defense, with emphasis on application to or impli-
cations for the National Guard. Manuscripts and artwork must be accompanied by
return postage; no responsibility is assumed for safe handling. Opinions expressed by
authors do not necessarily represent official NGAUS positions or policy. Likewise, pub-
lication of advertising cannot be deemed an endorsement thereof by this Association or

its members.




