MG Anse

FULL MEMBERSHIP: AN URGENT NGAUS PRIORITY

| M. Stroud Jr., President, NGAUS§

FEBRUARY 1987

NATION
GUAR i

Volume XLI, Number 2

N

=

COVER:

An F-4 from the 142d Fighter Interceptor
Group, Oregon Air National Guard, gets
ready for takeoff during the 1986 Wflliam
Tel.l competition. The Portland based unit
claimed the F-4 “Top Gun.” Photo, LTC
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pelow, is to appoint LTG Emmett H.
former chief of the
National Guard Bureau, to head a
special Committee on Membership.
General Walker and his committee
members will look into the causes of
our membership decline since 1983
and some solutions for the problem.

It probably should be no surprise
that this membership decline from the
NGAUS’ historic levels of 97 to 98
percent of all Guard officers each year
over many years to 74 percentin 1986
pegan with some unwanted attention
to certain membership-recruitment
practices at that time. Let me only say
that NGAUS then—and we continué
this today—operates through the
chain of command. NGAUS is an or-
ganization of individual members. We
do not have chapters. State associa-
tions are not chapters of NGAUS;
they are separate legal entities, al-
though we work closely with most
state associations and want 1o co-
operate fully with all of them.

in years gone by, particularly before
state associations achieved the effec-
tiveness they have in recent years, the
NGAUS asked adjutants general to
collect dues on pehalf of the national
association. Ina period like the 1950s,
membership in one’s professional or
trade organization was considered
the norm rather than the exception.
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tial—a financial penalty. At year-el
we had failed to collect 158,000
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1986. 3
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Walker Jr. (ret), with the Guard as a federal reserve.
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“My top priority during my
two-year presidency is
restoring membership to
maximum levels.”
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What call do we have on the aver-
age Guard officer’s loyalty today? Ob-
viously, that is a question more offi-
cers than we would wish are asking.
One of the goals of my presidency will
be to answer that question effectively.
We believe we have an answer that is
easily understood.

For example, we were instrumental,
along with the Enlisted Association, in
the enactment last year of year-round
commissary shopping for drilling
Guardsmen any 14 days of the year.
This is a troop benefit that should be
easy for any junior officer to under-
stand, not only for himself, but also t0
relate to his troops.

Many of the issues the NGAUS ad-
dresses routinely on Capitol Hill are
not benefits that find their way into a
Guardsman’s wallet, but are combat-
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