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URING the nationwide debate that has raged since Secretary Mc-
D Namara unveiled his plan to reorganize and merge the Reserve
Components of the Army, one impression has emerged which causes
concern to those of us who serve as public spokesmen for the National
Guard.

This is that the Guard and its capabilities still are only imperfectly
understood. Far too many Americans still think of the Guard as the
kind of force it was 20, or even 30 years ago, before its role in national
defense acquired such urgent importance. Far too many of our fellow-
countrymen still are unaware, or are aware in only a fragmentary fash-
ion, of the vast change that has been wrought in the Guard in recent
decades as a result of its intensified Federal mission,

We have told the story of the “Missile Age Minute Men” as well as
time and resources have permitted, but some of the discussion over re-
alignment suggests that somehow, the message has failed to reach many
Americans. Our performance as rescuers of disaster victims, and some-
time maintainers of law and order, is recognized and appreciated, but
there does not seem to be a comparably widespread awareness of the
Guard’s spectacular training innovations and achievements of recent
years, of its dramatic advances in operational readiness, and its in-
creasingly professional approach to the problems of national defense.

You can confirm this yourself. Explain the Air Guard’s runway
alert program to individuals whom you meet in daily life. Tell them
of last Summer’s precedent-setting “GUARDLIFT L or describe the
extent of the Army Guard’s involvement in the NIKE-HERCULES
network. Explain the compressed deployment timetables which both
Army and Air Guard are training themselves to meet, or tell them
that Guard airlift crews make some 1,300 flights overseas per year
hauling defense personnel and matericl, The reply you most frequently
receive will be: “Why, I didn’t realize that the Guard was involved
in anything so complicated as that!”

There seldom has been a period in our long history when the Na-
tional Guard has played so crucial a role in national defense as it is
playing today, nor has there been a time when it was discharging its
responsibilities with greater skill and effectiveness. All that remains
is for us to convey the full extent and complexity of our achievements
to our neighbors and fellow-townspeople.

Tell the story of your own unit and its accomplishments whenever
the opportunity offers, but put this story in its full perspective by
relating it to Guard achievements nationwide. A West Virginia Air
Commando Group recently completed six weeks of off-season field
training in Panama, sending its officers and men down in three in-
crements to learn, while simultaneously helping the Air Force carry
on civic action programs across much of Central and northern South
America. More than a thousand Army Guardsmen participated in the
Active Forces “Exercise POLAR STRIKE” in Alaska in February,
hundreds of them flown up from Stateside units. This Summer, Air
Guardsmen and Air Reservists are airlifting some 11,000 Army Guards-
men to field training at sites spread all the way from West Germany
and Fontainebleau, France, down through Puerto Rico, across the con-
tinent and out to Hawaii.

All these activities, and many more, have been or will be described
in the pages of this magazine. Summarized and coupled with accounts of
the training activities of local units, they offer an excellent means for
giving Americans at every level a full and accurate picture of the mod-
ern National Guard—a Guard which can be categorized as skilled, well-
trained, well-disciplined and militarily effective by the strictest Army-
Air-Force standards. @
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