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| strengths and our dollars for national de-
fense and community support. These
Guardsmen and women love their work
and the community loves them.

Next, we visited Blanding, Utah, a
smaller town on the fringes of Canyonlands
National Park in southern Utah. Blanding
is home to an engineer company with a
sizeable percentage of Navajo Indians
among its ranks. Their new armory is de-
signed to fit into the spectacular scenery
and native heritage of the area. It provides
a place for Native Americans and whites to

share the opportunity of

service to the State of
| Utah and the United
States.

During DESERT STORM,
the company members,
who were mobilized and
sent to Germany to back-
fill for units in the VII
Corps, shared the Navajo
language with young
German students who
were fascinated by their
visit with Native
Americans. As the armory
nears completion, the en-
tire town is watching with
anticipation the tremen-
dous addition the armory
will make to the lives of
the town’s people.

In towns and cities all
over America, the
National Guard, with its
armories and its airmen
and soldiers, is making a
wemendous difference in
the American culture.

From drug demand reduction programs to
medical assistance, the National Guard is
adding value to America. It is literally im-
pacting on the very fabric of society.

In these small towns, young men and
women, through National Guard military
training, learn what the republic is all .‘

Last week, we took a trip into rural Utah
to visit some new armories under construc-
tion and review some family programs. We
stopped in the small town of Spanish Fork,
Utah. It was named for the arrival of Father
Escalante, a Spanish priest, into the beauti-
ful valley in which the town resides.

Guard and family members were meet-
ing in the new armory, which recently had
replaced the 1930s-vintage armory, be-
| cause Utah units had outgrown it years ago.

The city fathers had donated the land for

w the armory. They also paid for a hardwood ‘

floor in the drill hall so

g that city recreation could

A use the hall for evening

youth programs. As is cus-

tomary, the state legisla-

A1 ture had contributed 25

‘ : percent of the cost of con-
struction of the facility.

The armory is home to
a number of units, includ-
ing an engineer company
that is part of the contin-
géncy force pool of the
National Guard—early
deployers.

The National Guard ar-
mory is a community cen-
ter. During the floods of
the previous decade, the
unit soldiers were major
contributors to the fight to
save homes and property.
In town, young men are
trained in the tradition of
their fathers to join the
National Guard. Guard

members have helped
with city cleanups, fought :
floods, volunteered their own time for
youth programs, assisted the Boy Scouts in
the Scouting for Food Program to feed the
| homeless and were mobilized for DESERT
STORM. ‘
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“The removal of a
National Guard unit
flag or the closing of an

armory is a deeply

traumatic experience
for rural America. It
profoundly influences
the fabric of the society
in that city or town....It
slams a door in the face
of young, eager men
and women who want a
chance to grow and
contribute to America.”
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