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Wisconsin Army Guard, has spent sev-
eral annual training periods in
Germany practicing its wartime mis-
sion. Why not use Guard combat units
as U.S. forward presence in Europe to
reduce defense costs? WIARNG photo.
Design, Johnson Design Group.

DEPARTMENTS

1993 Volume XLVIl, Number 6

IN THE FINAL ANALYSIS ur
ATURES

have received a large number of
inquiries both from within the military

The NGAUS Executive Council Resolution Opposing the

and from the civilian community regard-
ing the sensitive issue of homosexuals
in the military. | provide for them the
resolution that was passed last
December by the National Guard
Association of the United States
(NGAUS) Executive Council,which
states the NGAUS does not support lift-
ing the ban.

| always end up being asked my per-
sonal views as well as those of the
Association. In regard to the
Association, | find very few people who
support lifting the ban and a great
many who oppose it. Let me share with
you my personal feelings.

The sexual activities of any individual
have always, in my background, been a
personal and very sensitive matter.
Society, over the years, has become
much more focused on sex as publica-
tions, movies, TV talk shows, etc., have
fostered an obsession with it. For many
of us in the nation who were raised with
healthy doses of Judeo-Christian ethics
and who revere the scriptures, this
obsession has not been viewed as a
positive development

|, personally having been around
more than 60 years, find myself occa-
sionally looking back with fond remem-
brance to simpler times-to times when
the nuclear family (mother, father and
children) with all its challenges was the
unquestioned norm of society. My
upbringing also included some discus-
sion about major events in the history
of the world, both from secular history
and from biblical history. One of those
events was the story of Sodom and
Gomorrah, and, thus at an early age, |
and, | believe many of my contempo-
raries, became convinced that homo-
sexuality, as | understood it, was bibli-
cally defined as an abomination. Since |
had little contact with anyone, so far as
| knew, who might be so inclined, the
issue did not present itself.

Occasionally, over the years, | have
met individuals who appeared to be

and emotional issue; now

in law and regulation; and

Article |, Section 8,:

land and naval forces.”

Lifting of the Ban on Homosexuals in the Military

“Whereas, Homosexuals in the military is a very complicate

“Therefore, Be It Resolved, That the National Guard
Association of the United States supports the present policy

“Be It Further Resolved, That the NGAUS supports the pos
tion that the Congress hold hearings to consider all sides of
the issue, to fulfill its constitutionally mandated role under

“To make rules for the government and regulation of the '

struggling with strong tendencies
toward homosexuality. So, now | find
myself, along with many others, faced
with the proposition that homosexual
behavior is to be legitimatized by my
government. It is a confusing and
unsettling proposition (for me) that on
the one hand it is called a criminal act,
on another it is called a civil right-or
simply an alternative lifestyle.

| see judges, in states that call
sodomy a criminal act, issuing orders
against discharging homosexuals from
the military. | know | don’t have a legal
mind. However, it is difficult for me to
follow the fine line that suggests while
the behavior is defined as a criminal
act, the announcement that one
includes oneself in the body of the peo-
ple who participate in that behavior,
cannot be used to restrict access to
such institutions as the military.

The writings that are associated with
the founding of the republic are replete
with references to the reliance of the
founders on Diety. While the republic
had, as part of its roots, the determina-
tion to avoid a state religion, reliance on
providential support was fundamental.

Today, however, to base an argu-
ment on a reliance on a Judeo-
Christian moral or ethical base is

viewed as heretical. Federal fad
which must avoid depictions 0
nativity at Christmas, must permil
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National Guard has decided it is going to take

dvantage of personal computers and software

ions to create its own trainer/simulator for F-16
15 Guard pilots nationwide. The Part Task

ser will save lives and dollars.

Guard As a Forward Presence? 2 2

‘the future of U.S. forward presence in Europe
- other places around the world rest on the
ut Elfhmléndup concepts? According to COL 1.J

e Guard as a forward presence is logi '

'and cost-effective. e
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ng of the Reserve Component Automation

.CAS) 1s over and the fielding has begun. Seen
: st solution to connect units across the nation

L area networks, RCAS will move the Army
nd Army Reserve into the 21st century.
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A cores @ ovision

President’s Message
Washington Tie-Line
Views From the Field
Capital Focus
Newsbreaks

Leading Edge
People

Posting the Guard
Notebook

PUBLICATION STAFF

MG Robert F. Ensslin Jr.
Publisher (ret)

CPT Victor Dubina (ret.)
Director of Communications

CPT Pamela A. Kane
Executive Editor

Ms. Belinda L. Reilly
Production Manager

2LT Carol Thompson
Editorial Assistant/Writer

MAJ R. Glenn Ross
Advertising Sales

Ms. M. Catherine Privat
Controller

NATIONAL GUARD, June 1993. The National Guard
Nlagazine (ISSN 0163-3945) is published monthly, by the
Nat.mnal Guard Association of the United Stat-es,uw:'il.}‘l edi—.
torial and advertising offices at One Massachusetts
Avenue, N.-W., Washington, D.C. 20001. Telephone (202)
789-0031. FAX: (202) 682-9358. Second class postage paid
at quhmgton‘ D.C., and at additional mailing offices
Copyright 1993 by the National Guard Association of Lhé
U.8. All rights reserved. All members of the NGAUS
receive National Guard Magazine: $8 of the membership
dues are allocated to a magazine subscription. Nonmember
subscriptions are $20 per year. The bulk subseription rate
for orders of 100 issues or more continues to be $10 per
issue. The editor welcomes original articles bearing on
national defense, with emphasis on application to or impli-
cations for the National Guard. Postmaster: Send Form
3579 to NATIONAL GUARD, One Massachusetts Ave.

N.W., Washington, D.C. 20001. )




