Active Participation of NGAUS Membership on the Rise

he National Guard Association of
the United States has a member-
ship of more than 56,000 Army and
Air National Guard officers and war-
rant officers, and quite possibly has a
more diverse background than any
national organization in this country.
We are a group that comes together
to promote the values, readiness and
importance of the National Guard to
our local communities, to our local,
state and national government lead-
ers and to our Department of Defense
military leadership in Washington.
Diversification is probably our
greatest asset to such a concentrated
organization. Though our member-
ship consists of the “‘usual” military
branches and specialties, our civilian
experience and expertise is quite an-
other story. We can boast of a mem-
bership of accountants, lawyers,
farmers, doctors, engineers, editors,
just to name a few occupations,
among our fold. Itis this expertise that
allows us to have a deep well of
knowledge and insight into the work-
ings of not only the military world, but
also the business and industrial
worlds. When members of our organi-
zation are elected to serve in posi-
tions of responsibility they bring with
them two sets of experience and ex-
pertise to the NGAUS headquarters.
As we face an upcoming NGAUS
election year, we are seeking new
ways to tap into this well of knowl-
edge and expertise. The NGAUS Ex-
ecutive Council’'s leadership comes
from its seated officers: the president,
the immediate past president, the two
vice presidents for each of the ser-
vices, the secretary and the treasurer.
These officers not only carry our mes-
sage on issues that are critical to the
National Guard on Capitol Hill and to
the Pentagon, they also lead to iden-
tify the issues of our membership,
incorporating the views of the six ar-
eas represented on the Executive
Council.
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Our election process is as regional
as it is national. Each area has three
National Guard officers who repre-
sent their area’s views and concerns
on the NGAUS Executive Council. The
area concerns are as different as
Connecticut is different from Califor-
nia. The Executive Council members
tie the regional issues into our larger
national picture, enabling the NGAUS
to provide united representation be-
fore Congress.

It is this leadership that gives us
national direction before the public
and the members of Congress. How-
ever, not often considered, is the fact
that our leadership also conducts the
official in-house business of the Na-
tional Guard Association of the United
States and its two sister organiza-
tions, the Historical Society of the Mi-
lita and National Guard and the

NGAUS Insurance Trust. In order for
the three organizations to properly
represent the views of the member-
ship and to continue as viable orga-
nizations into the coming century, the
daily business must be conducted ef-
ficiently and effectively.

That is why | commend to you the
article on page 14 of this publication.
This Association has three outstand-
ing officers running for the office of
president. For the first time in the
history of this Association, | suspect,
we conducted a ‘'presidential forum™
at the invitation of the National Guard
Executive Directors  Association
(NGEDA). The three candidates faced
the many state executive directors

and state association presidents and
answered a variety of questions, con-
cerns and pending issues facing our
membership and the Association as a
whole.

* k *

he exchange was a healthy one in
that it allowed the state associa-
tion leadership to voice their concerns
about the conduct of business and to
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Association. The three candidates
have heard these concerns, and, my
successor should benefit from this
knowledge as he carries out hig
responsibilities. In the same breath,
the presidential forum allows our
membership to evaluate each cand-
date’s platform and concerns for the
NGAUS. A line of communication hag
been opened that can only produce
positive results for the organization
as a whole.

The forum and the printing of the
exchange are just some of the inno
tive ways that we are using to m
fully involve the membership in the
pusiness of the Association and K
bring all the issues to the memoef
ship. | will not offer comments on ol
candidate over another, beca
each holds the National Guard and thé
NGAUS as his primary concern. |
suggest to you that you read the
cles carefully and thoughtfull
three candidates recognize the
wealth of expertise and talentw
among our membership and th
talented individuals can offer o
organization.
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JusT CAUSE Tests Guard Training 18
\While most Americans were doing Christmas shopping last
yecember, National Guard soldiers and airmen were on alert
atus and participating in the US military mission in Panama.
ose Guard units from across the nation that deployed for
Jperation JUST CAUSE put their training to the test for real this

tlantic Command Employs Guard 22
ional Guard training aids those underdeveloped countries in
hemisphere to better their way of life, their local facilities and
ourage a good exchange between US Guard members and
populations. The Atlantic Command is using Guard engi-
ers to develop the Caribbean Islands to a better way of life.

Guard’s Continuing Mission 24
re than 65,000 Guard and Reserve members have traveled to
: America over the last six years, where they play an integral
2 in the real-life, day-to-day mission of the US Southern
imand. Guard members have supported the command with
nds of personnel and a multitude of equipment in varied
ations from Guatemala to Bolivia.

g in the Skies Over Panama 30
onal Gu'ard aircrews and aircraft fly missions daily as
the continuous air operations within the US Southern
1C area of responsibility. They have participated in VO-
*AK and CORONET COVE, two missions where readiness is
dy-a-week requirement.

Neers Rewire Bolivian Hospital 36

ye:IISqu [intense planning and coordination, Utah and
iViaafuonal Guar_d cr_lginecrs were finally able to

e, . or a first-of-its-kind humanitarian mission. The

b 1 eployment was the rewiring of five hospital
€ City of La Paz, Bolivia.
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Equipment required for Operation JUST
CAUSE is loaded onto a C-5A of the 105th
Military Airlift Group, New York Air Na-
tional Guard. The 105th MAG is just one
of more than a dozen National Guard units
that participated in the US operation in
Panama. Photo, MSgt Clem Barry. De-
sign, Johnson Design Group.
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