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May marks the 30th anniversary of a dark day in Guard history —

the killings of four students at Kent State University. The shootings,
however, were not without provocation. And the incident has had

a profound effect on how the Guard handles civil disturbances .
NarionaL Guarp magazine takes a look at two aspects of the story that
may not get much attention elsewhere in commemoration coverage.
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S | E Kent State changed forever the way the Guard responds to civil
disturbances. Today, Guardsmen get more crowd-control training
and have better equipment when they hit the streets.
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National Guardsmen have been the villains of the Kent State
tragedy. But violent demonstrators injured 60 Guardsmen and
burned buildings in four days of mayhem prior to the shootings.
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