P to this point, the impact of Viet Nam on the National Guard
has been relatively minor. True, Air National Guard Heavy f
Transport units have turned in a remarkable performance by boost- C
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radios to the Army for redistribution to Active units. T

But these have been peripheral contributions to our steady build- | b
up in Southeast Asia. ‘ e

Now, several decisions which relate to the Viet Nam situation will
have an effect on the Guard more direct and more drastic than any (
which have confronted us since the 1961 Berlin Crisis. Our patience
will be strained and our ingenuity taxed to its outer limits by the September  xix 9
looming expansion of our responsibilities and the concurrent reduc-
tion of our resources. So much is at stake, however, that we must \
accept these new and heavier burdens, and must live up to the |
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characterization which General Earle G. Wheeler, Chairman of the | _ MOBILIZATION, 1940: PAST, OR PROLOGUE? 2
Joint Chiefs of Staff, gave the Guard as an organization that some- i CONTENTS A reminiscent' look a_t_how things were wﬁen the
how overcomes all difficulties and “always gets the job done.” ] Guard was being mobilized 25 years ago, with some

thoughts on how they are today; by a newsman who

First, and starting very shortly, training will be accelerated through vered Doth Mol on and G

the addition of two drills per month to the current four, and strength
authorizations will be increased to 100% TOE, in hundreds of units
across the country., Later, annual field training dates for those units
may be advanced by several months. All this is designed, in the words
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Next, substantial quantities of equipment of virtually all types will ments of Guard

be withdrawn from Guard and Reserve units, particularly those in the Lnite, ke L obs
n e lized for “a year

Reinforcing Reserve category, with which to outfit the new Division B

inforced Battalion field exercises.,
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the marginal level at which our non-priority organizations currently i mmfexpe”-mce, o
are equipped, this may be the most damaging step of all as far as the cheerful group THE ITALIAN RESERVE SYSTEM 30
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tary Vance's statement, cited above, gives ample evidence that future
U.S. moves will depend on what happens in Viet Nam in the weeks
and months just ahead. Many months will be required to organize, IR S S e e
: i & ; o H cial publication of the National Guar ssociation o
“md br}ng to full comb?t readiness, the new Active fl-\rmy forces whose the United States. Publication office: Telegraph Press
formation has been directed. Events may not wait upon them and Building, Harrisburg, Penna. Second class postage paid STAFF
their availability for deployment. at Harrisburg, Penna. All correspondence should be ad-
H : - dressed to 1 Massachusetts Ave. N. W. Washington,
The meaning .Of all this shou'ld be made clear to all National Guards- D. C. 20001, THE NATIONAL GUARDSMAN weleomes :
men. They are in for some difficult days as they attempt to perform original articles bearing on National Defense, with em- EDITOR [ Col. Allan G. Crist
miracles in the way of training and recruiting, and to make precau- phasis on the Army and Air National Guard, MdfmU-
1 mst-in- i 12 4 scripts must be accompanied by return postage, and no .
tionary, just-in-case preparations for a mobilization that may never TRt i aisied flor thicir Yaafe BanOlHeE D6 ASSOCIATE EDITOR | Maj. Corb Sarchet
occeur.

mestic subscriptions for home delivery: $2 per year. A

vear’s subscription is included within NGAUS members' ADVERTISING & CIRCULATION [ Capt. John Bibb
annual dues. Subscriptions to foreign addresses, $2.50 per

year. Single copies, 25¢. Copyright, 1965, National Guard 3

Assn. of the U. S. All rights reserved. ART DIRECTOR | Louis James Nolan

And once again, as so often before, the effectiveness of their efforts
will hinge very largely on a single factor: informed, encrgetic and
dedicated leadership. @
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