istory is a worthwhile discipline. |

was recently reminded of this
when | read an article in Governing
Magazine in which the author made the
statement, “...Two hundred years after
its creation as a community-based,
ready reserve force that can mobilize at
a minute’s notice, the Guard is getting
a new lease on life and new challenges
from the commander in chief in
Washington.” It would have been one
thing if this article had been written in
the late 1830s; unfortunately, it was
published in July of this year—357
years after the first muster of the
Colonial Militia.

Currently, we in the National Guard,
as part of the larger military and na-
tional history, are commemorating a
number of significant anniversaries—
the 75th anniversary of World War |; our
participation in World War I, as part of
an ongoing 50th anniversary program;
the 40th anniversary of the Korean War;
and, lest we forget, our involvement in
Vietnam only a quarter of a century
ago.

We all pride ourselves on the long
and rich history of the National Guard,
from its Militia roots in the
Massachusetts Bay Colony 357 years
ago to its involvement in the great
Flood of '93. But what have we done to
tell others the history of the National
Guard? Recently many states have built
state museums to highlight their his-
tory. These efforts must be applauded.
As the NGAUS moved into its new
quarters, the National Guard Memorial,
we began the process, through the
Historical Society of the Militia and
National Guard and the Minuteman
Trust, to create a public educational fa-
cility.

Our goal was threefold. First, the
National Guard deserves a memorial in
Washington, D.C., a city that celebrates
American history and honors American
heroes. Second, we wanted a facility in
our nation’s capital that would help ed-
ucate the public on what the National
Guard is and of its contributions to the
| nation. Third, we also wanted a vehicle
' ‘ to reach out and teach our own mem-

“NORMANDY ’94: IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF HEROES”

bers about the great history of the
National Guard. But this facility by itself
can not achieve our desires.

We must engage ourselves in activi-
ties that provide opportunities to com-
memorate, honor and educate. The
50th Anniversary of D-Day offers just
such an opportunity. How many know,
outside of perhaps the Guard members
of Virginia, Maryland, the District of
Columbia and military history buffs, that
one of the major units to participate in
the D-Day landings was a National
Guard division? How many know that at
one time, prior to World War |l, the
National Guard was as large as the

“We need to educate our
own members about the
great history of the National
Guard. To do this, we must
engage ourselves in activi-
ties that provide opportuni-
ties to commemorate,
honor and educate. The
50th Anniversary of D-day
offers just such an opportu-
nity.”

Army? And how many know that the
ability to rapidly expand the size of the
Army in the early days of World War Il
came about because of the experience
that resided in the Guard?

In June 1994, the NGAUS, along with
the Historical Society, is participating in
the worldwide commemoration of the
D-Day landings, and in honoring all
those who contributed to the allied vic-
tory in World War Il

“Normandy '94: In the Footsteps of
Heroes” is a program that will make
you proud to be a part of the National
Guard family. Our program and tour will
find us participating in important na-
tional and international commemorative
events. One of the highlights of our tour
will be a visit to the impressive National
Guard war memorial on the beach at
the town of Vierville-sur-mer in

Maj Gen John L. Matthews, President, NG
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