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June, the 14th day of June, on Flag Day. I had bgen
21 since the 8th of May of that year and I joined the
National Guard. My father and mother wouldn’t
give me permission to join before I was 21—in those
days you had to have permission if you were under
21—because they were afraid I would have to wear
a blue uniform.

“Well, I had to wear one and it was a beautiful
thing. It had a red fourragere on the shoulder, had
red ':;t.ripos down the breeches legs, had gold buttons
on it. I wore it out to see my old red-haired grand-
mother who had gone through the War between the
States. She looked me over very carefully and she
said, ‘Harry, that is the first time since 1865 that
that blue uniform has been in the house. Don't
bring it here any more.’

“And you couldn’t blame the old lady for feeling
like that because she had had to cook for a regiment
of Federal soldiers all day, until she wore blisters
on her fingers, and they weren’t satisfied with that.
They went down into her barnyard—my grand-
father was at that time out in Salt Lake City with
a wagon train—and killed 400 of her fat hogs and
just cut the hams out and left the rest lying. So
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us a chance to meet the
vhich we are now faced. It took
a years to find out that we have
the world that we have to fill. We were
orced into it by two world wars. I am doing my
best to prevent a third one. And the job that you
gentlemen are doing is contributing to the pre-
vention of that third world war.

“T can't tell you how very much I appreciate
your willingness to do what you are doing. You are
working for 153,000,000 people. Just keep it up.
And one of these days we are going to reach a posi-
tion and a condition in the world where the charter
of the United Nations will be implemented just as
the Constitution of the United States was. You know,
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it took us 80 years to make that Constitution work *

and as I said a while ago, we spent four years
whipping ourselves before we made it work com-
pletely. We can, I think, implement that charter
without another conflagration because another con-
flagration, I think, would be practically the end of
civilization. I think everybody around the world
appreciates that.

“Gentlemen, I thank you for this invitation. I
appreciate being here. I always feel like I am com-
ing back to my first military education when I come
to a National Guard meeting. And I hope that you
have a successful conference here and that you will
continue to do just what yvou are doing to make the
country safe. Thank you very much.”
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In addition to other duties we, with the help of the
DCNG, managed to get 52 State and Territorial and DC
flags from office to hotel and back without busting off
more than one ornamental eagle and ripping only about
half the dust covers.

Getting to be flag specialists of a sort, we're off next
to the factory, down near Valley Forge, to inspect a
brand new set of all of the State flags that the NGAUS
is having made for presentation to the U.S. Military
Academy (there’s a story about that, inside). At the
same time, maybe we’ll get a chance to look at Wash-
ington’s historic headquarters—never have seen it, de-
spite a lifetime’s residence in Pennsylvania.

Maybe you’ll notice (now that we’re calling your
attention to it) that, dotted here and there at the
bottom of this column or that, is a little one-, two-, or
three-line “filler” of information about the National
Guard.

They're interspersed for the primary purpose of indi-
cating sor&le of the publicity and recruiting aids the
Information Office of NGB is distributing wholesale
for the units’ use. Among others is a full-color poster,
which we have adapted for use on our back cover this
month; and a series of Ripley-type features, one of
which appears in connection with our “Tool Kit”
article, intended for local newspaper use.

It's worth keeping in mind that these aids, and the
many others that soon will be available through your
Adjutant General's Office, can help a lot with your
recruiting, if you'll use them well. Not that they’ll
eliminate the door-bell ringing and buttonholing that
are required to actually GET recruits.
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ON OUR COVER

A portion of New England’s 43d “Winged Victory”
Division forms on the dock at Bremerhaven after dis-
embarking from the U. S. Transport General H. W.
Butner. They formed the vanguard of the first Na-
tional Guard division ever sent to Europe in peace-
time. (Wide World Photos, Inc.)
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